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Ethinpia Country Offica -2 " 2ET 0 53
P O. Box 1183 25111 551 152

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia www unicef.org
’fm ' : : Date: 2 April 2018
0 Ref no. OG/HL/110/18

Mr. Gaym Yibrah

Customs Procedure and Development Directorate Director
Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority Head quarter
Addis Ababa

Subject: Request for facilitation of ECMS system to accommodate UNICEF Shipments

Dear Mr. Gaym,

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Ethiopia has the honor to provide this letter to
Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority, Head office and inform the following.

UNICEF imports different types of Pharmaceuticals, Nutrition products, education materials, water

and sanitation supplies and vehicles for various government institutions in all regions of the country

as part of UNICEF's program assistance to the development plan of Ethiopia and as part of
emergency intervention. Imported supplies directly moves from the port tc Bonded warehouse\
until the custom clearance formalities are finalized with a letter_of undertaking. These helped
UNICEF and it government partners to avoid paying unnecessary cost of demurrage/storage at the
ports and getting the supplies on a timely manner.

Due to ERCA’s new move from ASYCUDA ++ to the web based customs declaration system, UNICEF
is unable to use its bonded warehouse privilege that worked well for the interest of ail stake
holders in the past.-UNICEF is unable to register incoming shipments with declaration number for
transit permit purpose with the new system (ECMS) . The issues faced with the introduction of
ECMS are:

1. Non-existence of registration of a declaration for transit permit request purpose (specially

permitted privilege for UNICEF)
2. Delay, financial, time and product quality and explry consequence to fulfill all the required to
access and submit to declaration to ERCA

We would like as well to remind the various previous correspondences related to our special
bonded warehouse privilege and prior approvals and confirmations given to us to replace
guarantees with undertaking letter. As you know these two are main considerations in finding
viable solution for UNICEF and its partnering government ministries /offices to be able to continue
existing privilege in the interest of all.
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This is therefore to kindly request your serious consideration of the matter and provides- soiution
to move our cargos stranded in Djibouti since the introduction of ECMS on March 2018 including
the way forward in finding viable solution. We also kindly request you to provide us permanent
solution to our bonded warehouse permit based on the attached support letter issued by MoFEC
(attached here with) for your easy reference.

The United Nations children fund in Ethiopia avails itself to take this opportunity to express its
appreciation and gratitude for your unreserved support and looks forwards to have a solution that
allows UNICEF Ethiopia office to continue its support to Federal and regional governments.

\1ED N4 r:"o
Slncerely OUKS,
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Regma Apt Unlcef@

Chief of Supply & Logrstgv
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- Date: April 9, 2018 -
Ref: LOG/MW/131/2018

Mr Gaym Yibrah

Customs Procedure and Development Directorate Director
Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority Head quarter
Addis Ababa

Subject: Request to Use Letter of Undertaking approval and bonded warchouse
permit/use for its operations.

Dear Mr Gaym,

We refer to our letter dated April 02, 2018 with ref no.OG/HL/110/18 requesting your serious
consideration to provide a solution to move our cargoes stranded at Djibouti port since the introduction
of ECMS on March 2018 and to find a viable solution and permanent solution for our bonded warehouse
pernit.

We would like to bring to your kind attention that UNICEF used to import various aid shipments through
undertakings based on requirements of government organizations. By having the bonded warchouse,
UNICEF assists the beneficiary government partners to save foreign exchange payments due to port
storage and container demurrage costs until the beneficiaries settle tax. the quality of supplies(
particularly plumy nuts and pharmaceuticals) is also maintained by delivering the supplies on time.
Transit permits had been issued till date with a mutual understanding with your good office of these
situations without any problem.

Considering the time taken by the beneficiary government organizations to make arrangements for tax
payments either through budget letters or tax free privileges, UNICEF Ethiopia kindly request your
office to continue importing of the donated supplies as usual through undertaking and issue transit
- permit without paying tax.

The United Nations children fund in Ethiopia avails itself to take this opportunity o express its
appreciation and gratitude for your unreserved support and looks forwards to the completion and
application of your approval that allows UNICEF Ethiopia office to continue its support to Federal and
regional gover

Sirgut Mula o éQ_-/
OIC, Chief, Sty nd-Pracifement
UNICEF Ethiopry 13 Ababa

2thcommunication@unigef. org
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